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Unity Audio The Rock

(0] 2010110/12] Simon Harrs

UK distributor Unity Audio has paired up the
amplifier talents of Tim Di Paravicini (Esoteric Audio
Research) and the acoustic know-how of Kevin Van
Green to produce their dream nearfield monitor, The

With a Corian-front bafe, ibbon tweeter and aluminium
ol fronted woofer, The Rock possesses a unique look
‘somehow reminiscent of 1950s scif, but one suspects
the sound may be a littie more moden.

The thing
The Rock i a sealed cabinet design, 3 0pposd to the more common ported bass reflex monitors that
promise (though often fail to deliver) bass extension with higher power handling. Though the closed
cabinet requires more ampifier power per 0B SPL compared {0 a ported design it has a physical
advantage n elaton o time domain responss, which can ranslat ito greater clarly and fransient
accuray.

Using a high density materiallie Corian for the front bafie reduces damping effects that can hamper this
acouracy. The amplfier efficiency shoricomings of the closed cabinet have been addressed by the
bespoke bipolar system (75W L, 25W HF through custom wound transformers) courtesy of EAR, which
adds its own Kitemark of quality to The Rock

‘The folded ribbon tweeters are rated with an upper frequency cutoffof 50ktHz, which may sound sill but it
means that no attenuation or significant phase shift in HF response should occur within the human
hearing range.



for carity, which is onl options.
‘Alongside the XLR and RCA inputs there is only the power switch and gain knob (.. Input attenuator)
“This fundamental for EQUroom tuning" volumes
‘aboutthe aim behind The Rock: maximur accuracy, minimum phase shif

The brutal

The y impr their excellent mid freq ‘The depth of the
stage s strki s audible e

ransient punch. No detal seems o getost, which sy thei press release deciares them as s .

Inthe studio, more than d
un-sculpted the front imaging suffer from major phase
shifts as the istening position is changed, though as with all monitors, tme spent on positioning will get
the best resuls.

e lenty of headroom for
(up to 25m) these. wm deiver unditotd clarty withinsensiie SPL boundars.

The revealer
ighly quency response is required these monitors do extremely well
Harmonical and potted - no.
mig-band masking here.
Tracking s well aided by the and detall making
In mixing, ight work of EQ cuts. mix elements

with smallrelative level changes easily identifable.

and smooth freq are (or shouid be) the bottom line in
monitoring and in The Rock one can find these, and ptiusdiptnpbioon

Monitoring is as subjective and v butevery so
often a product bucks these trends and lice of realty. The Rock moni

You could easily spend twice as much and yet hear less, and for the same price one would be hard
pushed to ind as true a monitor.
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